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...all the days of your life!
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Thank you, Evelyn, for your friendship, your 
dedication, and your goodness to the Academy. 

We will always love you and we will always 
miss you.

Ann E. Morrison SND
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AAt NDA Worcester, we do not teach our girls to wait for a shoe that fits like   
Cinderella, but rather—blaze your own path! 

Our unique learning environment is designed with intention because being 
strong and confident does not just happen; it is a process. We help each and 
every student celebrate her voice, her truth, her gifts, and to pursue her choices 
with GUSTO! This is also a place where character counts and our girls are 
encouraged to explore their values at a time when choices can be confusing.

No one helps our students question and understand their choices more than Sister Evelyn. As many 
of you know, she retired on June 5th. In the remaining paragraphs, I would like to share with you my 
words about Sister Evelyn at her retirement party:

Sister Ann

See us on page 7 !
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In 1874 (141 years ago), Sr. Mary Bernard, an outstanding teacher and a well-loved Sister of Notre 
Dame came to Worcester to teach at Ascension High School on Vernon Street. When she left Ascension 
in 1907, this was written about her: “Those who know this school and the great relationship that exists 
between Sr. Mary Bernard and each of her pupils are well aware that she never lost sight of the interests 

Today, 108 years after those words were written, the very same could be said about a graduate of Ascension, 
our Sr. Evelyn. Sr. Evelyn, if the calculations are correct, you have held sacred the interests of the 3,195 
students during your days at Notre Dame Academy. Recently, so many alumnae have called, emailed, or 
written on Facebook or Twitter about their memories of being in your class. They knew then—young as 
they were—that you were teaching them the meaning of community. And they know now that they will 
always have a special place in your heart—as you will in theirs.

So, borrowing from the legacy of Ascension we proudly say: Those who know this school and the great 
relationship that exists between Sr. Evelyn and each of her pupils are well aware that she will never lose 

VISIT US ON:

COMING FALL 2015



One of Rodgers and Hammerstein’s most beloved musicals
was presented by Notre Dame Academy, March 12-15, 2015.

Cinderella
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Telegram & Gazette, March 21, 2015.
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N

and politics of these countries, and enjoyed 
international cuisine (prepared by students). 
 Students also performed international 
dances followed by a World Cultures  
Concert in NDA’s theater where the glee  
club, a cappella group, and jazz ensemble 
performed glorious music from Japan, 
Guadeloupe, Jamaica, and many other 
places.
  

 “
 “We are here to celebrate our language 
students and the exciting work they are  
doing, not only in their language classes,” 
Mrs. Gustafson said, “but also in our Global 
Perspective Studies Program (GPS).” 
 NDA’s innovative GPS program is 
modeled after the groundbreaking Global 
Proficiency Program created by A. Nussbaum, 
Director of International Students and 
Scholars at Boston College. It is a unique 
certificate program that combines language 
study with politics, government, music and 
art in order to expand a student’s knowledge 
of international affairs. This program 
challenges our students to become both 

NDA Worcester is part of the Sisters of Notre 
Dame de Namur (SND); an international 
community devoted to the education of 
young women on five continents. The 
Gage House, our new World Language & 
Communication Center, is connected with 
classrooms all over the world through the 
SND virtual school. Students regularly 
interact on multi-disciplinary levels with 
Sister Schools in countries such as Japan, 
Italy, Scotland, Belgium, Democratic Republic 
of the Congo, Kenya, Nigeria, Zimbabwe, 
South Africa, Peru, Brazil, Nicaragua, as 
well as schools and colleges throughout the 
United States.  
 March 5th marked another important 
milestone in Notre Dame’s leadership in 
global education. Linda Gustafson, World 
Language Department Chair, welcomed 
students, parents, alumnae, and friends to 
the Academy’s inaugural International Night. 
Students’ projects representing countries 
around the world were on display throughout 
the student center. Attendees interacted 
with students to learn about the culture 

linguistically and culturally fluent.
 Students who participate in the GPS 
Program focus on becoming “world citizens.” 
There are a number of requirements for 
certification, such as three years of the same 
language, membership in an international 
club, participate in international night, 
exchange student host, international travel, 
and attend cultural festivals. A capstone 
project senior year explores two distinct 
aspects of a foreign country in the form of  
an essay, art project, or performance.  
 NDA Worcester is proudly moving 
into a position of international stature in 
global education. As Sister Ann said, “We 
provide young women with a background 
suitable to prepare them for their roles in a 
multicultural, global society. Everything 

our girls experience here is a stepping–stone 
toward navigating the world at large. We 
live in a global economy and women-owned 
businesses are the fastest growing market 
segment of the economy. We want our 
students to be aware of and tap into emerging 
markets as well to understand issues that 
impact women’s lives around the world.” 

“We want our students to be
aware of and tap into emerging 

markets as well as to understand 
issues that impact women’s lives 

around the world.”
~ Sister Ann
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Equador
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International
Night



NDA’s First Re-Imagined Class Reunion, April 11th!
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Gina
Caputo ’17
was happy
to model
a vintage
NDA gym
uniform
from the
1960s!

Cocktail Reception at NDA’s Student Center followed by ...

Can you 
guess who

this is? 
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 ...dinner & dancing to the music of Frank Sinatra, Bobby Darin, and Elvis Presley...
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DISCO DANCING
NEXT YEAR AT

THE 70’s REUNION!

APRIL 2016
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2015 Athletic Hall of Fame
Kate Monahan Myshrall served as MC and Guest Speaker. Below are excerpts from her speech.

IIt is my honor to introduce this year’s Hall of Fame 

Inductees (pictured below) who have taken the 

opportunities at Notre Dame and used them as a 

stepping stone toward highly successful lives. We 

honor women who have competed as individuals, 

as teams, and as representatives of our school.  

 Sister Ann and her partner in this effort, 

Athletic Director Patty Provost, have recognized 

the value of athletics and its importance in the 

development of girls. As research has shown, 

female athletes do better in school, are less 

likely to engage in risky behavior, and are 

healthier than girls who do not participate in 

sports. 

 Together, Sr. Ann and Patty Provost have 

grown a one sport school in the early 1970’s 

to a powerhouse, offering a total of 13 different 

sports in 2015! Yes, 13 sports teams for a student 

population of about 300—now that’s got to be a 

record!  

 What’s even more amazing is the 

performance of those teams! Competing in 

divisions with much larger student bodies, our 

own Notre Dame Academy continues to shine 

with teams that routinely head to the playoffs and 

sometimes even bring home State Championships! 

Why? Well my theory is it’s because Notre Dame 

tells them they can. The culture instilled in our girls, 

and all the faculty, is one of empowerment. The 

highly successful athletic program at NDA helps 

our girls develop physically, emotionally, and 

socially, building critical skills for life.
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Congratulations to our

INDUCTEES:

2004 State Champion Tennis Team

Patty Provost, Athletic Director 

Kathleen Madaus Dunfee ’97  

Maria Argento Perkins ’85

Elizabeth Monahan ’88

Mary Beth Ryan ’01

Players:

Annika Bannon   Mackenzie Granger

Kathleen Mattei Berry  Emily Hills

Jessica Bove    Laura Luna

Elizabeth Corrao  Sonya Recupero

Katherine Marr Doherty  Kendra Currier Smith

Lucy Gotta    Alexa Trapasso

Coaches:   Manager:

Cynthia Granger   Jessica Kelliher

Lisa Meola



Hall of Fame    April 12th    Wachusett Country Club

 NDA WORCESTER  |  Spring/Summer 2015  |  Page 11



NDA 2014 Tennis Champions

Hall of Fame continued...

 Tonight we wrap up our ceremony by 

placing in the Hall of Fame an educator 

who has devoted her life to building strong, 

capable, and passionate women. Forty-one 

years ago a young college graduate from 

Worcester State College came through the 

gates at Notre Dame…and the fun began!

 Coach Provost left behind a storied 

career at Worcester State where she earned 

16 Varsity letters from 5 different sports 

and excelled as a leader and captain. She 

brought her “Patty P. Flair” enthusiasm and 

passion for excellence to Notre Dame, first 

as a basketball coach, then as a member of 

the faculty, and finally as Athletic Director. 

Coach Provost has worked tirelessly to grow 

our athletic program into one of the premiere 

operations in the state. She continually 

attracts the best talent to coach, both men 

and women, whose understanding and 

commitment to girls outweighs opportunities 

at larger programs. Our coaches choose 

NDA because of Coach Provost, because of 

her philosophy and the program she runs. 

 Coach Provost is legendary because 

on top of her technical excellence in strategic 

coaching, she excels in building resilience 

and character in our girls. She encourages, 

cajoles, motivates, and most importantly 

laughs with our girls. She makes them 

believe in themselves. She made me 

believe in myself. She makes it clear that 

there is no other option. 

 For so many reasons, tonight we place 

our beloved Patricia Provost in her rightful 

place of honor in the Notre Dame Academy 

Athletic Hall of Fame.
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Kate Myshrall models 

the “Patty P. Flair”

during her speech!



 It’s no secret that Notre Dame 
Academy is the premier all girls, 
private high school in Central 
Massachusetts. As the Academy 
continues to expand both 

academically and through new sports and 
extracurricular programs, we are reaching out to parents 

 Do you have family, friends, coworkers or professional colleagues 
with daughters in the 5th to 8th grade that you think would be a candidate 
for the Academy? If so, you are the perfect person to introduce these young 
girls to NDA. 
 Please share our Facebook page for up-to-date campus news and
activities at www.facebook.com/NDAworcester. Thank you!
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From the Office of Admissions...

Visit. Explore. Discover NDA!
FALL OPEN HOUSE 

Thursday, October 8th at 7:00 pm

Open House is an opportunity for prospective 
students and parents to learn more about the 
NDA experience. Current 5th, 6th, 7th and 
8th grade students are welcome. Come meet 
our faculty and students, tour our campus, 
and find out more about the admissions 
process. Pre-registration is encouraged, 
not required.

ENTRANCE EXAM 

Saturday, November 7th at 8:30 am

This exam is required for all current 8th grade 
students interested in applying to NDA. 
Pre-registration is required and is due by 
October 26th.

SPEND A DAY AT NDA

Current eighth grade and transfer students 

interested in NDA are invited to spend 

an academic day at the Academy. 

Pre-registration is required.

For more information about these programs, 
please contact Kim Kossuth, Director of 
Admissions at 508-757-6200, Ext. 229 or 
email admissions@nda-worc.org.

www.nda-worc.org



Shoppers enjoyed browsing, buying, and 
refreshments at our first Boutique on May 6th. 

Vendors included alumnae, parents, 
grandparents, and friends.
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Fall
Boutique
Nov. 2015
Details to Follow
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ALUMNAE
1967 Mary Athy Belsito  
1968 Elizabeth Rodier Mokrzecki

CHILD
Lucas Tomaiolo Reinke, son of Kara 
Tomaiolo Reinke ’90, and grandson of  
June Kelleher Tomailolo ’63

PARENTS 
Arthur J. Andreoli, father of Susan 
Andreoli Feraco ’80, and Elizabeth Andreoli 
Smiley ’82, father-in-law of Christina 
Sciammacco Andreoli ’95, grandfather of 
Caroline Andreoli ’15, Allison Smiley ’16, 
Grace Smiley ’17, Annie Spellane ’17, and 
Luccia Feraco ’15

William J. Bombard, father of Pamela 
Bombard Boyle ’71

Anne M.Cataldo, mother of Lisa Cataldo 
’78, Eileen Cataldo Kneeland ’80, and  
Maria Cataldo-Cuniff  ’86 

Pauline Dolan, mother of Betsy Dolan 
Doud ’62, and Polly Dolan ’72, 

Phillip D. Eckland, father of Diane 
Eckland Van Parys ’76, Nancy Eckland 
Fiore ’78, and Cheryl Eckland Trimby ’80

Virginia Flagg, mother of Nancy Flagg 
Mullen ’69, Cynthia Flagg Granger ’72, 
Maribeth Flagg Prunier ’76, grandmother 
of Ashley Granger  Jackson ’01, Allison 
Granger ’04, Amanda Granger ’05, and 
Alicia Prunier ’05

Paul J. Foley, father of Beth Foley ’75, 
grandfather of Caitlyn Foley ’11

Jane A. Hajko, mother of Patricia Hajko 
Tuccio ’65, and Joanne Hajko Childs ’67

Alice Harrington, mother of Anne Marie 
Harrington Weiler ’81, grandmother of 
Jacqueline Weiler ’13

Norma V. Killeen, mother of Nancy Killeen 
Bik ’65, grandmother of Christienne Bik 
’94, Reaghan Bik ’97, and Paige Bik ’00

Francis J. Labuski, father of Dr. Christine 
Labuski ’80

John P. Lazar, father of Julayne Lazar-
Kosmas ’88, and Karlyn Lazar Scott ’89

Louis Mathurin, father of Ora Mathurin  
Aselton ’63, Michelle Mathurin  Herx 
’67, Margaret Mathurin Phoenix ’71, and 
Justine Mathurin ’80

Adelle Nabhan, mother of Cynthia 
Nabhan Crawford ’68, and Sandra Nabhan 
Avellone ’68, mother-in-law of Sandra 
Kerkorian Nabhan ’76, grandmother of 
Brooke Kerkorian Kavoogian ’98 and 
Kristyn Kerkorian ’00

Robert C. Nabhan, father of Deborah 
Nabhan Rowland ’76

Carole Ann Paskalis, mother of Christine 
Paskalis Rogan ’02

Patricia W. Perry, mother of Patrice Perry 
Berens ’80

Bohdan Smolynsky, father of Roma 
Smolynsky Siemen ’89

SIBLINGS 
Richard Dube, Jr., brother of Jacqueline 
Dube ’91 

Charlene Duplin, sister of Diane Eckland 
Van Parys ’76, Nancy Eckland Fiore ’78,  
and Cheryl Eckland Trimby ’80

Charles J. Glavin, Jr., brother of Julie 
Glavin ’69, Patricia Glavin ’71, and 
Margaret Glavin ’73

Dr. Henry E. Kirkendall, Jr., brother  
of Margaret Kirkendall ’55

Gerald F. Madaus Jr., brother of Elizabeth 
Allard-Madaus Foley ’79, Susan Madaus 
Oftring ’81, and Kathleen Allard-Madaus 
Chartener ’85

Michael C. Vassallo, brother of Dr. 
Susan Vassallo ’75, and Patricia Vassallo 
Hoversten ’76,

FACULTY/FRIENDS OF NDA
Patricia Ann Konopka, mother of Lynette 
Snow, grandmother of Jessica Snow ’11  
and Madison Snow ’12

Sr. Marie Kraus SND, former corporation 
member and trustee

Eleanor Scott, former faculty member
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A Very Special
THANK YOU
We remember with sincere gratitude,  

the Arthur J. Andreoli family and 

the Robert C. Nabhan family for 

directing gifts in memory of their 

loved ones to Notre Dame Academy.

Thank You, Harry Clough, NDA 

faculty member and photographer, 

for the beautiful Cinderella pictures.

In Memoriam

{            }We sincerely apologize for omitting 

Mary Beth Ryan ’01 from the 

2013/2014 Annual Report.
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LEAVE A Legacy
Have you ever thought about 
including NDA in your Will?

Please contact Rachel Egan, 
508-757-6200, Ext. 226 for
more information. 



Sister Evelyn McKenna retired on June 5, 2015. For 

over 40 years, she has made a difference in so many 

of our lives. Her devotion to helping others not only 

here at the Academy, but around the world, inspires 

all of us. In her quiet, kind and gentle way, she has 

connected generations of students with their own 

soul and deepened their moral compass.  

To create a legacy in her honor, NDA Worcester 

is establishing the Sister Evelyn McKenna 

Scholarship for girls who otherwise would not be 

able to attend the Academy. Please consider making 

a donation to thank Sister Evelyn for her lifetime 

commitment to making the world a better place...

one girl at a time.  

You may donate in whatever way is most convenient:

Check: Please make payable to Sister Evelyn 

Scholarship. You may include it in the Annual 

Fund envelope provided.

Online: Use our secure website, 

www.nda-worc.org/Support NDA.

Call: Business Manager, 508-757-6200, Ext. 228 

with your credit card information.

We are blessed God chose to place Sister Evelyn in 

our lives; we will miss her. Help us honor her with this 

special scholarship.

Sister Eveyln
RETIRESPlease go to our website, www.nda-worc.org/Support NDA, and complete the  

form if you wish to nominate someone for one of the following awards:

Knollwood Award: Presented to an alumna who has distinguished herself  
in her work, her service to others, and in her dedication to the Academy.

 Young Alumna Award: Presented to an alumna who has distinguished   
herself in her work and in her service to others within her first 10 years of  
graduating from the Academy.  

Knollwood Community Award: Presented to a community leader who 
demonstrates interest in education, service to the greater Worcester   
Community, and achievements in her chosen life’s work.

Knollwood Award Nominations

The Award Ceremony will be held on Saturday, November 14, 2015. 
Nominations must be received by June 30, 2015.

2015 Cape Cod Luncheon

This Summer, NDA’s Cape Cod Luncheon 

for alumnae, family & friends, will be held 

at the Country Club at New Seabury, 

95 Shore Drive, Mashpee, MA.

Date: Thursday, July 9th at noon

Price: $40.00 per person

Please register by JUNE 30th! 

Visit www.nda-worc.org/Alumnae/Events

620
CapeFor more information on the Knollwood and Cape Cod Luncheon

please contact Cathy Caputo at 508-757-6200, Ext. 227.



Notre Dame Academy
425 Salisbury Street

Worcester, MA 01609

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 16

Worcester, MA


