
Summer Reading Assignments: Mrs. Haley, ehaley@nda-worc.org 

 

245-01 Women Writers 

 

Due Date: first day of class 

 

I. Re-visioning Notes 

 

Re-visioning is defined as the retelling of an already existing story through interpretation or 

expansion. It can give depth to a simple tale, change the perspective of the narrator, offer 

backstories or future predictions. Styles include prequels, sequels, perspective shifts, time period 

shifts, and form. 

 

To explore the concept, think about the following: 

 How stories get told and retold 

 How it can illuminate the original story or a reader’s response to it 

 Appealing to a new or broader audience 

 Compare and contrast of similar tales 

 

Some re-visioning examples: 

 Pride and Prejudice and Zombies by Jane Austen and Seth Grahame-Smith  

 Cinder by Marissa Meyer 

 “Once Upon a Time” (television series) 

 Malificent (Film) 

II. Re-visioning Assignments 

A. Read the Disney and Grimm Brothers versions of Cinderella. Web addresses are below or 

links are provided on Mrs. Haley’s Women Writers Class Page. 

 Disney: http://princess.disney.com/cinderellas-story (it’s a picture book or audio version) 

 Grimm: http://www.pitt.edu/~dash/grimm021.html (text version) 

B. Answer the following questions.  Your responses may be typed or handwritten. 

 1. Did you know any versions of Cinderella prior to reading these texts? If so what was 

 your general impression/thoughts of the fairy tale? 

 2. List any similarities between the texts and then list the fundamental differences.   

 3. Which did you prefer, the Disney or the Grimm version? Why? 

C. Read Before Midnight by Cameron Dokey 

 ISBN: 978-1-4169-3471-4; Publisher: Simon Pulse  



D. Write a 1-3 Paragraph response paper to this novel retelling of Cinderella.  You may use any 

of the following prompts to spark your ideas, or write about anything you choose.  Guidelines for 

response papers can be found on Mrs. Haley’s Women Writers Class Page. 

 Do you generally enjoy fairytales? Why or why not? 

 How are the character, plot details, and events similar to the Disney/Grimm versions? 

 How is Cinderella characterized? How would you describe her? 

 Were there unexpected occurrences or plot twists? 

 Was the story predictable and boring? 

 Did it make you think about the Cinderella story/figure in a new way? 

 What was your final impression of the novel? 

Note: 

To access Mrs. Haley’s class page, go to: 

www.nda-worc.org, select Academics 

 Choose Online Classrooms, then Mrs. Haley (from the list on the left) 

 Choose Women Writers (from the list on the left) 

  



Summer Reading Assignments: Mrs. Haley, ehaley@nda-worc.org 

242/241 World Literature/Advanced World Literature 

 

Due Date: all assignments due the first day of class 

 

I. Read Purple Hibiscus by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichi (all sections) 

 ISBN: 978-1-61620-241-5; Publisher: Algonquin Books 

 

II. Answer the following Discussion Questions.  Responses may be handwritten or typed, MLA 

format (see Mrs. Haley’s World Literature Class Page). They should be based on your 

understanding and opinions about the novel, not what writers of SparkNotes, LitCharts, and other 

online resources say.  Do not plagiarize ideas; rather, form your own. Please answer each 

question thoughtfully and completely. 

 

1. What is the emotional atmosphere in Kambili's home? What effect does this have on Kambili 

and Jaja? Why is their father so strict? 

2. When Kambili visits Aunty Ifeoma, she is immediately struck by how much laughter fills the 

house. Why is it so surprising to her to hear people speak, laugh, and argue so freely? How does 

she manage to regain her own ability to speak, and, most importantly, to laugh? 

3. When Kambili hears Amaka weeping after her grandfather's death, Kambili thinks: "She had 

not learned the art of silent crying. She had not needed to" (185). What does this passage 

suggest about the differences between Amaka and Kambili? In what other ways are Aunty 

Ifeoma's children—Amaka, Obiora, and Chima—different from Kambili and Jaja? 

4. Amaka says, "Uncle Eugene is not a bad man, really. . . . People have problems, people make 

mistakes" (251). Is he in fact a "bad man"? Why does he violently abuse his wife and children? 

What good deeds does he perform? How can his generosity and political integrity coexist with 

his religious intolerance? 

5. In what ways are Aunty Ifeoma and Eugene different from one another? How does each 

character approach life? How do they differ in their religious views? Why is Ifeoma so much 

happier even though she is poor and her brother is rich? 

6. Eugene boasts that his Kambili and Jaja are "not like those loud children people are raising 

these days, with no home training and no fear of God"; to which Ade Coker replies: "Imagine 

what the Standard would be if we were all quiet" (58). Why is quiet obedience a questionable 

virtue in a country where the truth needs to be spoken? In what ways is the refusal to be quiet 

dangerous? 

7. What kind of man is Papa-Nnukwu? What are his most appealing qualities? What do the 

things he prays for say about his character? Why has his son disowned him so completely? 

8. What are the ironies involved in Eugene loving God the Father and Jesus the Son, but 

despising his own father and abusing his own son? 



9. Why does Kambili's mother keep returning to her husband, even after he beats her so badly 

that he causes a miscarriage, and even after he nearly kills Kambili? How does she justify her 

husband's behavior? How should she be judged for poisoning her husband? 

10. How does Father Amadi bring Kambili to life? Why is her relationship with him so 

important to her sense of herself? 

11. Jaja questions why Jesus had to be sacrificed, "Why did He have to murder his own son so 

we would be saved? Why didn't He just go ahead and save us?" (289). And yet, Jaja sacrifices 

himself to save his mother from prison. Why does he do this? Should this be understood as a 

Christian sacrifice or a simple act of compassion and bravery? 

12. After Aunty Ifeoma moves her family to the United States, Amaka writes, "there has never 

been a power outage and hot water runs from a tap, but we don't laugh anymore . . . because we 

no longer have the time to laugh, because we don't even see one another" (301). What does this 

passage suggest about the essential difference between American culture and African culture? 

13. What does the novel as a whole say about the nature of religion as well as the relationship 

between belief and behavior? 

14. What does Purple Hibiscus reveal about life in Nigeria? How are Nigerians similar to 

Americans? In what significant ways are they different? How do Americans regard Nigerians in 

the novel? 

15. Why does Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie end the novel with an image of rain clouds? What 

are the implications of Kambili feeling that the clouds hung so low she "could reach out and 

squeeze the moisture from them" (307)? What is the meaning of the novel's very simple final 

sentence: "The new rains will come down soon"? 

(Adapted from http://www.readinggroupguides.com/reviews/purple-hibiscus-a-novel/guide, E. Haley 2017) 
 

II. Advanced Only: Response Paper 

 

Silence and speech are important concepts throughout Purple Hibiscus, to the point that the 

contrast between the two becomes a recurring theme on both the personal and political level. The 

titles of two sections reflect this theme as well: “Speaking with our Spirits” and “A Different 

Silence.” Write a 1-3 paragraph response paper typed MLA format, exploring these two 

profound concepts (responses paper and format guidelines can be found on Mrs. Haley’s 

classroom page). 

 

IV. College Essay (all sections) 

All students are required to write one college essay during the summer break. Visit 

www.commonapp.org for general information.  The college essay should be no more than 650 

words and ideas should be broken down into at least 3 paragraphs.  Please type MLA format 

(found on Mrs. Haley’s classroom page). 

Select from their specific topic choices below:  



 Some students have a background or story that is so central to their identity that they 

believe their application would be incomplete without it. If this sounds like you, then 

please share your story. 

 The lessons we take from obstacles we encounter can be fundamental for later success. 

Recount a time when you faced a challenge, setback or failure. How did it affect you, and 

what did you learn from the experience? 

 Reflect on a time when you challenged a belief or idea. What prompted your thinking? 

What was the outcome? 

 Describe a problem you’ve solved or a problem you’d like to solve. It can be an 

intellectual challenge, a research query, an ethical dilemma – anything that is of personal 

importance, no matter the scale. Explain its significance to you and what steps you took 

or could be taken to identify a solution. 

 Discuss an accomplishment, event or realization, that sparked a period of personal growth 

and a new understanding of yourself or others.  

 Describe a topic, idea or concept you find so engaging that it makes you lose track of 

time. Why does it captivate you? What or who do you turn to when you want to learn 

more? 

 Share an essay on any topic of your choice. It can be one you’ve already written, one that 

responds to a different prompt, or one of your own design. 

 

Note: 

To access Mrs. Haley’s class page, go to: 

www.nda-worc.org, select Academics 

 Choose Online Classrooms, then Mrs. Haley (from the list on the left) 

 Choose World Literature (from the list on the left) 


